
HONOR FLOCK & HONOR HERD 
CERTIFICATION



INSTRUCTIONS TO GAIN CERTIFICATION

▪ Review the material.

▪ Fill out the certification form that concludes this course to verify 
your completion and print. 

▪ Scan and email or mail the form to WVDA. An on-site 
inspection may be required after completion.

▪ After review of your application, WVDA will send you a Honor 
Flock or Honor Herd certificate. *Please note some applicants 
may require a follow-up site visit inspection to obtain their 
certificate.

▪ Present your Honor Flock or Honor Herd certificate for entry into 
events. 
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ANIMAL DISEASE CONTROL RULE 

(TITLE 61-9.5) SHEEP AND LAMBS
Definition: “Honor Flock” means a flock of breeding sheep for which the owner 
has completed required online or mail-in certification via the State Veterinarian’s 
offices, or that has been inspected on the farm by WVDA Animal Health 
personnel or an accredited veterinarian and found to be free of communicable 
diseases, specifically sore mouth and foot rot.  This certificate is good for one (1) 
year from the date of  issuance.  Honor flock sheep must pass inspection at 
entrance to exhibitions and may be rejected from the event if there are signs of 
communicable disease, parasitism, injury, or other conditions perceived 
detrimental for animal health and welfare.

9.5.a  A person shall not exhibit any sheep or lamb that is capable of breeding 

that does not have a valid Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) issued 

within 30 days of event entry, or that does not have a certificate that the 

animal originates from an Honor Flock as designated by the Commissioner.



ANIMAL DISEASE CONTROL RULE 

(TITLE 61-9.3) GOATS
Definition: “Honor herd” means a herd of breeding goats for which the owner has 
completed required online or mail-in certification via the State Veterinarian’s 
offices, or that has been inspected on a farm by WVDA Animal Health personnel 
or an accredited veterinarian and found to be free of communicable diseases, 
specifically sore mouth and foot rot.  This certificate is good for one year from the 
date of  issuance.  Honor herd goats must pass inspection at entrance to 
exhibitions and may be rejected from the event if there are signs of 
communicable disease, parasitism, injury, or other conditions perceived 
detrimental for animal health and welfare.

9.3.f. A person may not exhibit any goat, which is capable of breeding, that 

does not have a valid Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) issued within 30 

days of event entry or that is not certified from an Honor Herd as designated by 

the Commissioner.



1-866-USDA-TAG
The Scrapie Eradication Program requires that sheep and goats be officially 

identified with USDA approved ID (ear tags, tattoos, or in some circumstances 

microchips) when moved interstate exhibited, or upon change of ownership. 

USDA will provide up to 80 plastic 

Scrapie tags in 2020 for new 

sheep and goat producers

Slaughter Only Tag

Serial Tags

Tattoo 840  Tags
Flock ID Tag



Get a health certificate from an accredited practicing private veterinarian prior to interstate shipment 

or sale into interstate commerce of animals for breeding or exhibition. For destination state 

requirements, visit www.interstatelivestock.com. 

Animal Movement



INSPECTION AND DISMISSAL AT EXHIBITION

(TITLE 61-5)
5.1.  The Commissioner may place a special or a general quarantine on any animal or animals as 

provided by W. Va. Code §§19-9-13,14 and 15 and by this rule, when any animal is found to be 

infected with any contagious or infectious disease, when he or she suspects that any animal is 

infected with any contagious or infectious disease, or when the animal has been imported into this 

state in violation of the provisions of W. Va. Code §19-9-1 et seq. or this rule.

5.2.  The Commissioner may extend the special or general quarantine to the premises where the 

animal is or has been located when the premises is suspected of being capable of transmitting the 

disease to other animals or humans, or the animal needs to be segregated from other animals so as 

not to transmit the disease to other animals or humans.



Reminders

• Inspectors have the right to ask for animals to 

be clipped for complete inspection if 

suspicious of a skin infection. Market animals 

shall be skin clipped prior to inspection. 

Animals can be excused at any point during 

exhibition. Example: noticeably sick with a 

fever.

• Sox/Slinkies/blankets must be removed for 

proper inspection prior to entry.



THE “NORMAL” SHEEP OR GOAT

Normal Physiologic Measures for 

Sheep & Goats

Clinical disease can be observed by the producer as a deviation from normal behavior or appearance. To 

appreciate a diseased animal, we must review normal appearance and behavior.

▪ Normal skin and fibers should be smooth 

and shiny. Hooves should be dry and 

trimmed and the animal should have a 

smooth gait. 

▪ Clues that indicate a problem might include 

hair or wool loss, bumps, blisters, areas of 

redness, moist or crusty areas, scabs, and 

lameness. 

Exhibitors should take a few minutes to 

examine their animals for any skin or hoof 

abnormalities.



INTESTINAL PARASITES

Sheep and goats are very susceptible to internal parasites. Healthy feces should be dry and pelleted.  

▪ FAMACHA scoring is a method of assessing 

the degree of anemia caused by the 

barber pole worm (Haemonchus contortus) 

with a color guided chart compared with 

the color of the conjunctiva. Animals are 

selected for deworming treatment based 

on the degree of anemia.

▪ Fecal egg counts are a valuable diagnostic 

tool used by veterinarians to determine 

intestinal parasite load and treatment.

▪ Consult your veterinarian to build your 

farm’s deworming plan.

Anemia 

Guide



Skin and hoof infections are some of the more common illnesses that sheep and goats get and 
spread. These infections are usually contagious to other animals and sometimes to humans. A 
sick animal could easily infect other animals. A private veterinarian can provide overall herd 

health recommendations, preventive procedures, and provide treatment when illnesses or injuries 
arise. 

Introduction to Diseases



Ringworm/Club Lamb Fungus

(Dermatophytosis)

Ringworm is a common skin disease of 

sheep and goats and is contagious to 

humans. Contrary to its name, 

ringworm, the disease is not caused 

by a worm but by a fungus. It is easy 

to identify in shorn sheep. The lesions 

are circular and crusty. They normally 

appear on the face, ears, and neck. In 

unshorn sheep with this condition, the 

wool appears clumped. We 

recommend isolating any animals 

with lesions that appear moist, crusty, 

and/or flaky from other animals.



Ringworm Continued

The condition is mainly seen in 

young sheep and especially 

show lambs. Show lambs are 

more susceptible to ringworm 

due to the stress and 

preparation they go through 

getting ready to show. The 

frequency of hauling, showing, 

and changing of diets stress 

lambs which can lower 

immunity.

Frequent washing and clipping of

sheep break down the lanolin which serves 

as a natural barrier to infectious organisms 

making the skin more susceptible to 

infections. The fungus is easily transmitted 

through shearing equipment, grooming 

tools, tack, and blankets. The organism can 

also contaminate barns, bedding, feeders, 

and trailers. Ringworm lesions usually take 

one to 4 weeks to develop after exposure to 

the fungus.

Ringworm on 
a child’s face



Sore Mouth/Orf

(Contagious Ecthyma)

Sore Mouth, Orf) is caused by a 

parapox virus. The disease is mainly 

seen in lambs and kids. Most lesions 

occur around the mouth and face 

but may be seen on teats, feet, and 

genitalia. In early stages of the 

disease, blisters can be found; 

however, the blisters rupture quickly 

and scab over. Once blisters rupture 

the sores appear raised and crusty 

(wart like). Lambs or kids with the 

disease should be isolated. Sore 

mouth is also contagious to humans.



Caseous Lymphadenitis (CL)

Caseous Lymphadenitis is caused by 

Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis. This 

bacteria survives in the environment for a long 

time and is spread by animals that have open 

lesions. It can be found on water troughs, feeders, 

fence post, gates, etc. This bacteria is introduced 

into animals either by penetrating the skin from 

an injury or by penetrating the mucus membranes 

when it is ingested or inhaled. The bacteria 

causes abscesses in the skin or lymph nodes. The 

contents of the lesions appear thick and 

greenish-creamy in color. The disease is primarily 

in sheep and goats, but can be contagious to 

other animals and rarely to humans.



External Parasites

External Parasites may cause lesions to the skin. 

Some of the common parasites are lice, sheep

keds, ticks, and rarely mange mites. Lice would be 

most common in the winter. Typical signs include 

pruritus, wool or hair loss, and weight loss.

KEDS

LICE NITS



FOOT ROT
(Fusobacterium necrophorum and Dichelobacter nodosus)

Foot rot is caused by bacteria and is a costly disease in the sheep and goat industry. However, foot rot is 

preventable and treatable. Foot scald and foot rot result in lameness, reduced weight gain, decreased milk 

and wool production, a notable offensive odor, and decreased reproductive capabilities as severely 

infected animals are reluctant to move in order to feed.



Scrapie

Scrapie is a fatal, degenerative disease affecting the central nervous system of sheep and 

goats caused by an infective protein known as a prion. It is similar to Bovine Spongiform 

Encephalopathy (BSE/Mad Cow Disease), and Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). 

“scraping” against objects, 
causing hair loss

bunny-hop movement

lip smacking and emaciation High stepping movement of 
forelegs

Stance and gait changes down, unable to stand



Scrapie Eradication Programs

Scrapie is a USDA program disease. 

Multiple scrapie programs exist:

1. Scrapie Eradication Program 

2. Scrapie Flock Certification Program 

(SFCP) 

a. Select b. Export



RABIES

• Rabies is fatal viral disease of the central nervous system of mammals and is transmitted 

through saliva from an infected animal.

• Animals can be exposed through grazing or a rabid animal can enter barns. Common 

reservoir hosts are raccoons, foxes, coyotes, skunks, and bats.

• Livestock may have the following signs and symptoms:

Contagious to humans. For any human contact call your local health department.

appear dumb depressed

difficulty chewing blindness

circling/aggression hypersalivation (foaming 

at  the mouth)

Preventable by vaccination.



Pinkeye and Warts

Pinkeye (keratoconjunctivitis) is the inflammation 

of the inside of the eyelid. In goats, pinkeye is 

primarily caused by the microorganisms 

Mycoplasma conjunctivae and Chlamydia. 

Infection spreads easily from one eye to the other 

and from animal to animal. Therefore, goat 

producers are encouraged to wash their hands 

often and to wear gloves. 

Warts (Papillomatosis), a common 

viral contagious disease, are 

generally painless raised, "wart-

like" lesions and may occur 

anywhere on the skin. They are 

spread by direct contact with an 

infected animal. Warts are 

species specific and may take 

months to resolve.



Your local university extension agent is a valuable resource for information. The 

following links provide more detail regarding small ruminant husbandry.

• https://extension.psu.edu/animals-and-livestock/goats

• https://extension.psu.edu/animals-and-livestock/sheep

• http://www.famu.edu/cesta/main/index.cfm/cooperative-extension-

program/agriculture/small-ruminant/publications/goat-publications/#my-menu

• http://www.famu.edu/cesta/main/index.cfm/cooperative-extension-

program/agriculture/small-ruminant/publications/sheep-publications/#my-menu

• http://veterinaryextension.colostate.edu/menu2/smruminants.shtml

• https://www.sheepandgoat.com/

• http://lambresourcecenter.com/production-resources/best-practice-resources/

• http://veterinaryextension.colostate.edu/menu2/Cattle/ZoonoticDiseases.pdf
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Honor Flock and Honor Herd Certification Form 

 

 

OWNER ____________________________________                          DATE _______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE___________________________________________ 

EMAIL_____________________________________________ 

NAIS/PREMISE ID NUMBER_______________________________ 

Number of Goats and Breed__________________________   Number of Sheep and Breed___________________________ 

Do you participate in the Scrapie Eradication program? __________ If yes, Scrapie/Flock ID Number___________________ 

Is this your first year exhibiting sheep or goats? __________________ 

Please indicate how you would like to receive your certificate of completion. EMAIL_______ Mail________  

 

I, __________________________________certify that I have read and understand the WVDA Honor Flock and Honor Herd                             

online certification module.  I also understand that upon entry my animals will be inspected and can be dismissed at  

anytime during exhibition. This course does not in any way guarantee entry to events.  

 

_____________________________________                                                            _______________________________ 

                     Owner signature                                                                                                                                       DATE 

 

 

 

Print Name 

Scan and email this form to wvhonor@wvda.us or mail to the 

address provided. Your Honor Herd/Flock Certificate will be  

mailed or emailed to you. Please remember to present your 

certificate at events.  

 

 

 

 

West Virginia Department of Agriculture 

Animal Health Division 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 558-2214 

 

Physical Address 

 

Street Number_________________ 

City___________________________ 

State__________________________ 

County_________________________ 

Zip Code________________________ 

 

Mailing Address 

Street Number__________________ 

City___________________________ 

State__________________________ 

County_________________________ 

Zip Code________________________ 

 

 

Kent Leonhardt, Commissioner 

(If same as mailing, leave blank.) 

mailto:wvhonor@wvda.us
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