Alfred L. Barr

Dr. Alfred L. Barr hashad along and productive career in support of West
Virginia agriculture as a teacher, researcher and administrator in the West
Virginia University (WVU) College of Agriculture, Forestry and Consumer
Sciences (CAFCS).

After abrief stint asan agricultural economist with the U.S. Department of

" ' Agriculture in Washington, D.C., he re-
turnedtoWest Virginiain 1961 tojointhe
CAFCS as an associate professor of agri-
cultural economics.

In 1969, the professor played amajor
role in developing the Allegheny High-
lands Project, which was funded by the
Rockefeller Foundation for more than $1
million over 10 years. This outreach ef-
fort assisted farmersin Randol ph, Upshur
and surrounding countiestoimprovetheir
beef, sheep and forage production.

Barr wasnamed director of theCAFCS
Division of Animal and Veterinary Sci-
encesin 1970. The Division’sstrong fac-
ulty and strong research programs, par-
ticularly those in reproductive physiology and ruminant nutrition, were nation-
ally recognized. In this position, Barr wasinstrumental in obtaining funding for
the bull performance test facilities in Wardensville and for new buildings
following afire at the WVU Dairy Farm.

Asassociatedirector of theWest VirginiaAgricultural and Forestry Experi-
ment Station between 1980 and 1997, he insisted that researchers address
problems of West Virginia agriculture and communicate their findings to the
state’s producers. His work with the Congressional Delegation resulted in an
appropriation of more than $3 million in federal funds for construction of new
poultry facilities at WV U farmsin Wardensville and Morgantown.

West Virginiaisstronger today because Barr, one of the state’ soutstanding
human resources, stayed home to make a differencein the lives and livelihoods
of the state’ sagricultural producers. Since hisretirement in 1997, he hasworked
to improve his family farm in Rig (Hardy County), bringing his role in West
Virginiaagriculture full circle.






